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Guidelines



1.	The purpose of these six required credits for NURS 818 is to design an experience for students to focus on their own research with targeted learning objectives (e.g., preliminary analyses of data develop manuscript, prepare for comprehensive exams, etc.).

2.	Working closely with their advisor, students must identify a mentor and initiate contact. Mentors may be outside of the School of Nursing.

3.	The student and faculty member must establish mutually agreed upon objectives and evaluation criteria. The agreement is to be recorded and one copy is to be forwarded to the associate dean for the PhD program for placement in the student's permanent file. The recorded agreement should include:

		a.	Student and faculty member's name and date
		b.	Objectives
		c.	Requirements
		d.	Evaluation criteria

4.	Course credits vary from one to six per semester, depending on the nature of the objectives and requirements. For each credit, students are expected to devote 45 hours of work over the semester (e.g., two credits=90 hours, three credits, 135 hours).

8.	A letter grade is assigned by the faculty mentor at the end of the semester, based on performance.

9.	Six credits of practicum are required. For additional independent study experiences, students may consider NURS 898: Pre-Candidacy Research. 























Student-Faculty Contract

Instructions:  A copy of this contract must be filed with the associate dean for the PhD program. When available, the advisor must notify the associate dean of the course grade and submit the grade to the Office of Records & Registration.

[bookmark: Text1]Student:          	

Instructor:       	
 
Credits:           	

Semester:       	


Study Topics Associated to Student’s Dissertation Research:      




Objectives:      






Requirements:      






Evaluation Criteria:      




Student Signature:       		      		Date:      		           

Faculty Signature:      		              	Date:      	



Grade:       	
Pub. 7/12/2010

Your electronic signature is considered  legally binding just as a document signed in ink and can be enforced in the same way as written signature.
Form Revised: 05/19/2016

Your electronic signature is considered legally binding just as a document signed in ink and can be enforced in the same way as written signature. (1/29/2026)
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