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Why measure the problem



Past month opioid misuse among women aged 15 to 44, by 
pregnancy status and age: 2007 to 2012 

Source: SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Surveys on Drug Use 
and Health (NSDUH), 2007 to 2012.

* Difference between the estimates for pregnant women and nonpregnant women is statistically significant at the .05 level.
** Difference between the estimates for the two youngest age groups (i.e., 15 to 17 and 18 to 25) and the 26 to 34 age group is statistically significant at 
the .05 level.
*** Difference between the estimates for the two youngest age groups and the two oldest age groups (i.e., 26 to 34 and 35 to 44) is statistically 
significant at the .05 level.



Past month opioid misuse among women aged 15 to 44, by 
pregnancy status and federal poverty level: 2007 to 2012

* Difference between the estimates for pregnant and nonpregnant women is statistically significant at the .05 level.
** Difference between the estimates for women living below the federal poverty level and women living at or above the federal
poverty level is statistically significant at the .05 level.

Source: SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Surveys on Drug Use and Health (NSDUHs), 2007 to 
2012.



Reported opioid misuse among female admissions aged 15 to 
44, by pregnancy status: 2012

Source: SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Treatment 
Episode Data Set (TEDS), 2012.



Impact on neonates



Geographic variations



OUD and MAT by region and state legislation

Gressler L, Shah S, Shaya F. Association of Criminal Statutes for Opioid Use 
Disorder With Prevalence and Treatment Among Pregnant Women With 
Commercial Insurance in the United States. JAMA Network Open. 
2019;2(3):e190338. doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2019.0338



Some challenges 

* The 2012 National Survey of Substance Abuse Treatment Services data indicate 
that 13 percent of outpatient-only substance use treatment facilities and 13 
percent of residential treatment facilities offered special programs for 
pregnant/postpartum women; within hospital inpatient treatment facilities, 7 
percent offered special programs for pregnant/postpartum women.



Solution has to be in an interdisciplinary approach
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