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2021 Distinguished Alumni Award 

J Taylor Harden, PhD, MS '77, BSN '72, was commissioned in the basement of 
the then-University of Maryland School of Nursing Parson’s Residence Hall. 
Upon graduation, she served on active duty at US Walson Army Hospital in 
Fort Dix, NJ, followed by work at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in 
Washington, DC. Dr. Harden subsequently returned to the University of Mar-
yland for an advanced degree. She is a Vietnam-era veteran and one of the 
first nurses to apply for and receive a transfer of service from the US Army 
Nurse Corps Active Reserve to the US Air Force Active Reserve as a Flight 
Nurse. She served at Andrews AFB, Castle AFB, Lackland AFB, Mather 
AFB, McGuire AFB and Sheppard AFB.    

Dr. Harden is a National Hartford Center of Gerontological Nursing Excel-
lence (NHCGNE) Distinguished Educator, having taught at schools and de-
partments of nursing across the nation. She is an internationally recognized 
gerontologist, research administrator, and educator. She is executive director 
emeritus of NHCGNE and former Assistant to the Director for Special Popu-
lations at the National Institute on Aging (NIA), National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), Bethesda, Maryland.   

Dr. Harden spent 14 years at the NIA and served as Acting Deputy Director, 
January 1, 2008 – October 10, 2008. While at the NIA, she conceived and/or 
expanded program initiatives such as the Butler-Williams Scholars Program 

J Taylor Harden 
PhD, MS ’77, BSN ’72, FGSA, FAAN  

(previously the Summer Institute on Aging Research), Grants Technical Assistance Workshop, Directors Regional 
Workshops, National Advisory Council on Aging Task Force on Minority Aging Research, and the first NIH Women 
of Color Research Network-Women in Biomedical Careers. She was an early program administrator on two seminal 
research projects: The Study of Women’s Health Across the Nation (SWAN) and the Resource Centers for Minority 
Aging Research (RCMARs).  These major NIA initiatives combined Dr. Harden’s passion and commitment to wom-
en’s and minority health.   

Dr. Harden achieved national recognition for her work to advance minority health and health disparities research 
while supporting mentoring and career development initiatives for early career and underrepresented minority scien-
tists in aging. She wrote the NIA MSTEM Advancing Diversity in Aging Research (ADAR) through the Undergradu-
ate Science Education Funding Opportunity Announcement that remains active after more than a decade. Dr. Harden 
served as Executive Director for the multi-million-dollar John A. Hartford Building Academic Geriatric Nursing Ca-
pacity (BAGNC) research and career development program grant, which morphed into a non-profit association in 
2016, and was affiliated with the American Academy of Nursing, Gerontological Society of America and New York 
University Rory Meyers School of Nursing.  The BAGNC/NHCGNE program supported almost 300 pre- and post-
doctoral scholars and fellows across the nation. She continues her mentoring and career development activities as part 
of the Betty Irene Moore Nurse Fellowship in Leadership and Innovation National Advisory Committee. Dr. Harden 
is a member of Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing and fellow of the Gerontological Society of 
America, New York Academy of Medicine, and American Academy of Nursing. “Strong Deeds, Gentle Words” is an 
abiding motto. 

Harden and Dean Jane Kirschling 2021 Distinguished Alumni Award 
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*Carol A. Amendola 

Linda Rae Golla Anezin 

*Beverly A. Antopol 

*Camille Comas Avore 

Janis Lee Bahner 

+Mary A. Baldwin 

Herman L. Bastin 

Diana Hope Belvin 

*Donna E. Anderson Bennett  

+Carrie L. Bigger 

*Linda LaRock Bishop 

*Dawn T. Ecko Bleau 

Susan Heindel Blevins 

*Blinn Stewart Bolcar-Lunsford 

Patricia Graham Bolling 

+Elizabeth E. Lapatka Bonnes 

+Leah K. Bonovich 

*Josephine Schinkel Born 

Zoe Mier Bouchelle 

Joyce A. Bounds 

Dawn E. Felker Boyce 

*Jeannie Sizemore Brasfield 

Margaret E. Briody 

*Mary Ellison Brouillard 

*Sandra K. Brown 

*Susan Howell Brunssen 

*+Paulette G. Burns 

Carla J. Burton 

*Kathleen M. Corbin Campbell 

Christine M. Albrano Carr 

Brenda E. Carter  

Nancy K. Castile  

*Deborah J. Clark 

Kathleen Haspert Cline 

Maureen E. Wadden Combs 

Nancy Cooley  

*Barbara Baker Cornett 

Marjorie A. Boyd Cotterman 

*Joyce M. Coville 

*Mary M. Cromb 

Linda K. Crowl 

Carla M. Spellman Cunningham 

+Otill C. Dabbs 

*Linda Morrissey Dalton 

Maxine S. Datcher 

*Diane K. Evans Dea 

Mary Haskin Deeley 

Lee DeLois 

+Robbin W. DeMul 

Caroline L. Radcliff Diehl 

Joyce A. Diffendal 

Carol A. Distasio 

Linda Kipke Dodson 

Elizabeth B. Vermillion 

Donoho 

Elizabeth Kwiaikowska 

Dougherty 

Linda S. Ziegler Dubansky 

Sandra Stevens Dunbar 

Nancy Morgan Dunford 

*Diane M. Shea Eanes 

*Mary P. Edmond 

*Barbara A. Elliott 

Ruby Edwards Elmore 

Susan Patrick Emminizer 

Pauline Iaconangelo Erickson 

*Sherry Darnall Ferki 

*Pamela A. Ferland 

Dixie B. Ferrell 

Kathryn Fiandt 

*Donna K. Fitzgerald 

*Donna Ford 

*Sharon K. Gavin Fought 

Marilyn W. Gaiter 

+Elizabeth Morrill Gannon 

Paul Ann McLean Gerstner 

*Walter Reed Army Institute of Nursing (WRAIN)

+deceased 

CLASS OF 1971 
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*Mary L. Stiles Gillen 

Dorothy A. Heffner Golden  

Patricia Padgett Golembieski 

Lynn R. Gonzales 

*Charlene G. Gooch 

Grace Goodman 

Karen L. Gordon-Davis 

*Kathleen A. Sheedy Gray 

Linda R. Guild 

+Catherine F. Selig Gunter 

Katherine E. Haber 

Anne Hoehl Hale 

*+Anita S. Ham 

*Maureen B. Silha Hanrahan 

Sue K. Harburg 

*Donna Heaton Harden 

*Jan Myers Harkless 

*Teresa C. Harmon 

Cynthia J. Harris 

*Sandra A. Harper Harvey 

Elizabeth C. Harwick 

Winifred Still Hayes 

*Louise L. Heinz 

Rosemary Herbert 

Lillian Bauknight Herron 

+Linda Fox Hirzel 

Linda M. Boggs Hubatka 

+Sarah L. Hughes 

Iris F. Oppenheim Ingber 

Wendy M. Bragg Jaffe 

*Jill C. Edziak Jameson 

*Alice F. Johnson 

Sr. Jeanette Johnson 

Kathleen J. Johnson 

*+Carla C. Joliat 

Rory C. Gabor Joltin 

+Linda E. Jones 

Mildred Trone Jordan 

+Barbara G. Chapin Kaether 

Sandra A. Keating 

*Jill R. Keeler 

Bonnie E. Brennan Keene 

+Jane W. Kelly 

*Deborah S. Kemere 

Sister Charlotte R. Kerr 

Rita A. Kerrick 

Gail Giles Kestler 

Kathleen S. Martell Kitch 

*Vicky S. Kline 

*Judy C. Moore Knox 

*Walter Reed Army Institute of Nursing (WRAIN)

+deceased 

*Karen C. Kraus 

*Judy V. Larsen Krieger 

Ruth Holzapfel Kriz 

Mary Martha Richmond Kuhn 

+Virginia A. Lana 

+Marilynn B. Lester 

*Nancy K. Lester 

Suzanne Edwards Levi 

Linda R. Levin 

*Carolyn House Levinson 

Dawn Minch Lewis 

*Kathryn Briley Lewis 

Shou-Mei Lin 

*Megan Lindale 

Berry Lochte 

*Virginia K. Miller Locke 

*Susan A. Forbes Lord 

Lois E. Loveridge 

Mary J. Maggio 

Karen M. Marsh 

Joseph J. Massimino 

*Terry Meacham McCall 

Christine A. McCormick-Pries 

Carolyn Meade McCready 

Mary Backentose McCune 

CLASS OF 1971 
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+Shirley A. McDonald 

Julia C. McDonough 

Peggy A. McGinty 

Margaret A. Fishel Melfa 

*MaryJane Sickman Mesete 

*Teresa A. McKenna Metcalf 

*Karen M. Meyer 

*Billie L. Armstrong Meyers 

Sharon L. Michael 

Lucia Midkiff 

*Charlane Frazier Milburn 

*Rory C. Miller 

Mary Etta C. Mills 

Rose Marie T. Sumik Mirich 

Glenda Burdett Motta 

*Paulette D. Mulligan 

*Linda J. Fuqua Munson 

*Jean H. Murphy 

Kimberley Nopper Nagel 

*Cheryl P. Nelson 

Dolores P. Niedzwiecki 

Linda S. O’Neill Norris 

Faith Yost Northrop 

Barbara Miller O'Connor 

+Margaret K. Noctor Oshida 

Alice S. Ottavi 

Rachel C. Ballenger Overby-Fearon 

Judith A. Stack Overman 

*Phyllis A. Lapine Page 

Jacqueline Wolman Pargament 

*Martha Nelson Parrish 

*Donna Taylor Paulson 

Patricia E. McEntee Perdue 

Robin D. Levenson Peters 

*Justine M. Raczkiewicz Pflaum 

+Helen G. Philipp 

Barbara Harvey Porter 

Jeanette Barnes Priest 

Socorro Madrio Pritchett 

Judith Mintzer Quick 

*Carla M. Reeves 

*Judy A. Pierson Reitz 

Kathleen Gallagher Resnick 

Elaine J. Lawton Ressin 

*Susan Moroney Richardson 

*Susan R. Riordan 

*M. Susan Pascoe Royer 

Mary Margaret Schultz Saunders 

Gayle E. Sauselein 

Linda A. Schaaf 

Carol A. Schatzman 

*Anna Towber Schubert 

CLASS OF 1971 

*Walter Reed Army Institute of Nursing (WRAIN)

+deceased 
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Suzanne E. Scott 

+Frances L. Shive 

*Julia Oreto Shore 

+Connie L. Slewitzke 

Elizabeth A. Owens Smith 

*Joy Vandertill Smith 

*Kathleen M. Dodt Smotherman 

Helen P. Brigham Spilman 

Sharm L. Sprague 

*Jean L. Klingelhoefer Stahnke 

Harriet L. Hoffman Straus 

Josephine McKee Strauss 

Florence Coligny Strawser 

*Valerie Knack Summersett 

Gail Boys Taliaferro 

*Charlotte Lepley Talman 

Joann Russell Tater 

Janice Bryant Taylor 

Barbara North Terry 

*Susan Harshman Theobald 

*Rita Herman Tonner 

*Ellen Heuer Toto 

Richard E. Troy 

*Rita E. Miller Tschanz 

CLASS OF 1971 

*Kathleen M. Twohy 

Donald D. Urban 

*Susan McCabe Valadez 

+Rita W. Vanlith 

*Kathleen E. Wackerle 

Harriet E. Walker 

Cassandra Massec Watkins 

*Judith A. McErlane Weber 

F. J. Weeks 

*Dawn L. Wells 

*Harriet A.Hemingway Wheeler 

Bernadette White 

Karen White 

+Joanne B. Whitmer 

*Nora M. Klinge Williford 

*Linda R. Wohler 

Judith Rush Wood 

Maureen A. Brown Worden 

*Terree L. Skaggs Wozny 

Debra Hordan Wright 

Kathy M. Fleming Young 

L. Gloria McCord Zalos 

*Linda J. Shallenberg Zeller 

*Walter Reed Army Institute of Nursing (WRAIN)

+deceased 
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 Special Thanks to the Reunion 2021 
Planning Committee 

  
 
 

Ruth Lee, DNP ’10, MS ’04 
 
 

Mary Etta Mills, MS ’73, BSN ’71 
 
 

Vanessia Morgan-Smith, BSN ’80 
 
 

Malinda Peeples, MS ’97 
 
 

Nicole Ritzau, BSN ’07 
 
 

Cynthia Sikorski 
 
 

Carol Wade, DNP ’15, MS ’99, BSN ’93 
 
 

Robbin Young, BSN ’02 


