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POLICY STATEMENT 

  

To help our most vulnerable students successfully meet the demands of their program of study, 

the University of Maryland School of Nursing (UMSON) has limited funds to help students with 

significant financial insecurities.   

 

RATIONALE 

 

Given the rising cost of education over the past 20 years, the higher education community is 

experiencing an unprecedented increase in the number of students who are unable to afford life’s 

basic needs in addition to funding their education. Despite merit- and need-based financial 

assistance, students may find themselves unable to eat, to secure housing, or to pay their 

outstanding financial obligations to the University.   

 

UMSON students have expressed such challenges and are reporting that they have to undertake 

part-time plans of study so they can make ends meet, to pay for books, and/or to afford to sit for 

the NCLEX exam. This results in students ultimately paying more for their education by drawing 

out the number of terms of enrollment and maxing out their financial aid and in reduced class 

attendance (so that students can work), poorer academic performance, and ultimately significant 

retention issues.   

 

SCOPE 

 

This policy applies to all UMSON students. 
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RELATED POLICIES, PROCEDURES, STATUTES, AND REGULATIONS 

 

N/A 

 

CONTACTS 

 

Direct questions and concerns to the responsible administrator. 

 

PROCEDURES  

  

Unless there are extremely extenuating circumstances, the total aid for one student will not 

exceed $7,000. The associate dean for student and academic services will evaluate the requests 

and make a recommendation to the dean. Once the request is approved, the associate dean for 

student and academic services will work with the associate director, student systems and 

financial assistance, to post the awards. The process for reporting crisis situations that may be 

considered for financial awards in emergency situations will be available on the Student 

Resources, Support, and Crisis Management page1 of the UMSON website.  

 

GUIDELINES 

  

The following are guiding principles to consider as we embark on this assistance strategy.  

 

Emergency aid funds are: 

1. not loans, but rather awards intended to provide students with the ability to complete their 

education in the timeliest way possible 

2. not intended to replace financial aid (including loans) but to provide students with a 

timely intervention to help them meet their needs and achieve security 

3. typically only awarded once, based on a student’s circumstances. These are not repeat 

awards; upon a request for funds, students will be expected to inform UMSON of their 

strategy to achieve financial security. 

4. generally not considered until all other available forms of financial aid are exhausted 

(including loans). Understanding that financial aid options for students may not be 

timely, depending on the situation, UMSON may choose to provide awards 

independently of the financial aid process. 

5. provided through the use of philanthropic dollars thanks to the generous support of our 

alumni and friends. The award is made at the discretion of the dean upon the 

recommendation of the associate dean for student and academic services. 

6. considered aid, and will be posted as such on the student’s account. 

There are two main areas of support for which students may be eligible: 

                                                 
1 https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/  

https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/
https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/
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1. Food/transportation/housing insecurity. Should students find themselves unable to 

achieve basic life security, UMSON can assist with the items listed below. Students are 

required to demonstrate their need and are expected to work with UMSON to develop a 

plan to achieve independent security as quickly as possible. Awards are typically 

considered for one semester only in the following areas: 

a. Food insecurity: UMSON can provide limited food resources (not to exceed 

$50/week) and only during the enrolled academic term. Ideally this support would 

come through a specialized food support mechanism such as grocery store cards. 

b. Transportation insecurity: UMSON can provide limited support for transportation 

expenses through the mechanism of providing prepaid MTA “CharmCards” for 

students to utilize public transportation options while they arrange alternate 

transportation to/from UMSON/clinicals.   

c. Housing insecurity: UMSON can provide limited support for housing expenses 

through short/long-term on-campus housing scholarships.   

2. Tuition, fees, and expenses related to the academic experience. UMSON can assist 

students who are not able to pay their tuition, fees, and any expenses related to their 

academic experience if and only if all other forms of financial aid, including loans, are 

exhausted. This aid typically applies to students who are ineligible for financial aid due to 

inability to secure loans for a variety of reasons. For example, this aid could apply to 

situations in which a student is a victim of theft of laptop/books or is unable to afford 

CPR certification fees due to the loss of a job. Only in rare circumstances would this type 

of emergency aid exceed one semester. 

 

FORMS AND TOOLS  

 

The Student Resources, Support, and Crisis Management webpage2 includes general resources 

related to how students can navigate crisis situations and provides a mechanism to report 

situations that UMSON may be able to assist with. This can include a review of 

availability/eligibility of emergency funds. 

 

DATE AND SIGNATURE 

 

Date:    October 2021 

 

 

Approved by the Dean:  

                                                 
2 https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/  

https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/
https://www.nursing.umaryland.edu/student-life/support-and-crisis-management/

